
When it comes to land use, what are the key actions we 
can take to reduce the impacts of climate change?
 

Q

CLIMATE ACTION & ENERGY

Climate change is recognised as a 
significant gloEal environmental 
proElem. *reenhouse *ases �*+*s� 
in the atmosphere have risen to 
record levels, not present in three 
million years. (vidence of this can Ee 
seen in the changes to our average 
temperature, sea level change, 
rainfall intensity�patterns, increased 
µRRdinJ�e[treme weather events, 
impact on EiRdiYeUsit\/IRRd 
SURdXFtiRn. $s populations, 
economies and standards of living 
grow, so does the cumulative level of 
*+*s emissions. &arEon dio[ide 
�&2�� is one of these greenhouse 

gases, which is released through 
human activities, such as 
deforestation and Eurning fossil fuels, 
as well as natural processes such as 
respiration and volcanic eruptions.

Global Overview

The 8niteG 1ations has iGentifieG &limate &hange as the 
Gefining issXe of oXU time�
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source: climate.nasa.gov



,Uish &onte[t

$ll aspects of *overnment policy are 
now underpinned Ey a commitment 
to &limate $ction. The 1ational 
¬&limate $ction Plan ����, sets out a 
course of action over the coming 
years to address &limate &hange. The 
&$P recognises the role that land use 
and sSDtiDO SODnninJ can play in 
providing for population growth in a 
FRPSDFt, FRnneFted and sXstDinDEOe 
way to reduce our carEon footprint. 

The &limate $ction and /ow 
&arEon Development $ct ���� 
led to a statutory 1ational 
$daptation )ramework, 
puElished in ����, setting out the 
national strategy to reduce the 
vulneraEility of the country to 
the negative effects of climate 
change and to avail of positive 
impacts through a whole of 
government approach.
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:hat is &limate $ction" 

¬&limate $ction includes the two approaches 
necessary to tackle climate change. 0itiJDtiRn to 
reduce current and future *+* emissions and 
$dDStDtiRn to take actions that will reduce the 
impacts that are already happening.



6oXth 'XElin &oXnty &oXncil 5esSonse 
$doption of a ¬&limate &hange $ction Plan 
���������, with � key action areas�

Nature Based 
Solutions

Flood
Resilience

Resource
Management

Energy &
Buildings

Transport

CLIMATE CHANGE
ACTION PLAN

The 5ole of the 'eYeloSment Plan

The county should aspire to 
Eecoming as low a carEon county as 
possiEle and make every effort to 
increase energy efficiency and 
unlock renewaEle energy potential. 
Therefore, there is a recognised need 
to Euild on previous &ounty 
Development Plan energy and 
climate action policies, focusing on 
more evidence Eased and spatially 
appropriate policies.

,n terms of climate change and land 
use planning the Development Plan 
plays an important role in influencing 
a reduction in *+* emissions Ey 
guiding the sustainaEle growth of the 
county, encouraging more compact 
mi[ed�use development and greater 
use of sustainaEle transport options 
such as cycling, walking and puElic 
transport, restricting development in 
areas that are at risk of flooding and 
protecting the natural landscape and 
Eiodiversity. 



Shape | Explore | Experience

DELIVERY: Working together through proper planning, 
we can reduce our impact on climate change in order to 
contribute towards the development of sustainable and 
Uesilient commXnities� 

Sustainable
Communities

(neUJ\
• Promotion of 

5enewaEle energy 
and encouraging 
energy efficient 
materials.

• 6haring of e[cess 
energy.

(nYiURnPent 	 %iRdiYeUsit\
• $ tool to alleviate some of the 

negative impacts of climate change 
and contriEute to the prevention or 
slowing down of those impacts.

• 8se of nature�Eased solutions will 
Ee prioritised whenever possiEle.

$FFessiEiOit\ 	 0RYePent
• Developing a compact and 

sustainaEle pattern of 
development where people can 
live and work in areas supported 
Ey high freTuency puElic 
transport. 

• PermeaEility and connectivity 
for pedestrians and cyclists. 

:DteU 0DnDJePent
• 8se 6ustainaEle 

Drainage 6ystems 
�6uD6� to provide for 
more natural solutions 
to reduce surface 
water run�off.

• )lood 5isk 
$ssessments and 
nature Eased solutions 
where possiEle

'esiJn 	 /D\RXt
• 2rientation of 

Euildings.
• /ocation, layout and 

design of new 
development.


